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prelent; and the whole Nation, in whoſe Welfare 


diſpenſible Duty, to give your Lordſhips a juſt Ap- | f 
in this Application, by the Natural Rig = of Self- 


and myſelf, and NT Regard which ought 
to be paid to yg eres 


Humility and Reve?ana 
could think me in earneſt, if I did not ſpeak with 


ſome Emotion. It is not that I forget the Heighth 
of your Station, or the Lowneſs of my own, but be- 


Lonps REGENTS | 


GREAT BRITATN. 5 


2 LORDS, 


Make no Manner of Apology for - id the 
following Obſervations to your Lordſhips, be- 
cauſe they immediately concern the Safety of 

his Majeſty, whom you have the Honour to re- 


you have ſo large an Intereſt. As far as I am capable 
of judging, they are both in the utmoſt Danger ; and 
therefore it is not only excuſable in me, but my in- 


prehenſion of our Condition. I am not 1 juſtified 
Preſervation, but bound in Duty to . it. T do 
not approach your Lordſhips only in behalf of ſuch 
an inſignificant ies - . of this Pam- 


Your Lordſhij 


inſenſible of th od 


* . as I ought to 

gh. lugar” ich Dignity with 
40 when I am ſpeaking 

upon an Occaſion of ſuch vaſt Importance, no one 


addreſs myſelf to d 


cauſe I am afraid leſt we ſhould ſoon be brought 
* a Level, by being involv'd in one common 
bh A 3 | _ "Ruin, 


| . Gs th . . 


to [the Nation. He has clearly convinced my Ja; 
| -eafily convince your Lordſhips, whenever he ſhall Be 


- honvored With an Opportunity to explain himſelf. 
Bat, be chat as it will, this "melancholy Truth I mit 
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well grounded, - 
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Lor ta examine ularly po he | 
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finding out ſome effectual Method to recover it, Very | 
certain 1 am, that unleſs you do, his Majeſty will 


not lon ee to be our King: i 3 to 
be e People. ; We avoi Tall 'p Sa- 
— to the Bac n and or Deſtruc- 
tion will as neceſſarily be followed by that of Europe. 
I do humbly conceive that the Scheme which Mr. 
Webber has offer'd to the Publick will prove an ef- 
"Fetal one, and that the Charter which: his Majeft 
Was. plräſed to grant Rim, will be highly benefic 


ment, and I will make as little doubt but that he. Will 


repeat to your Lordfhips ; unleſs the Exportarion bf | 
- ur. Mod be ſtöpp'd by ſome Means or another, the 
Nation muſt be ruin'd ; and I moſt heartily beg 6f | 3 
God to direct your Counſels ro 9 I Meafures for me 
ar Preſervation. K 
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S—I——IRHERE cannot be a more fatal Symptom attendi 
Te eee than ee. When a Rae 
Fall fealieg. ke is uſually paſt care: — If his Caſs.be 
not beyond the Reach of Medicines, while he, thinks 
Ak. . himſelf in a State of Healib, it will be difficult to 
make ham attend to any Attempts towards ayer = that he 
11. 


19 and more difficult Kill to perſuade him to apply proper Re- 
medies for his Recovery, while he perceives no occaſion for any at all. 
| Or, if the real Diſtemper be miſtaken, or egen ke mult uth- | 
voidably die, let the Skill of the Phyfician be ever ſo great, and his 
Preſcriptions the beſt adapted to what he apprehends to be the Caſe. 
The Reader will eafily ſee that, by the Patient, I mean Greaz- 
Britain and Ireland; and I moſt heartily wiſh, . the Condition he- 
tween Them and that of a Sick Man were leſs Juſt. We have been 
in a Conſumption a conſiderable Time, and are now reduced to a 
State of Weakneſs that renders, our Recovery very difficult,  tho* 
not impoſſible; and yet, like others in that flattering Diſtemper, 
ſo inſenfible of our Danger, that, inſtead of being thankful for ſo 
friendly an Office, we are angry with thoſe who warn us of it, br 
offer to'preſcribe to Us—As is uſual in Cop/umptive Caſes, tho dur 
Want of Strength and Spirits makes us Net and fretful, we are 
quite ——_ of the true Cauſe of it, and unmindful of the pro 
Method of Cure. There is a Perſon, ſeemingly rais'd up by 22 
vidence, who has laid before us the true State of our Caſe, and wha 
is neceſſary to be done, but his . pie and his Preſcriptious 
I bhuave not only been lighted, but our Henefactor has been upbraided 
« | with Lanaq, and Diftraftin,  . © ; 1. 
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| The Difemper of which we are fo fick, is the Decay of our 
Vollen Trade; and the Cauſe of our Diſtemper is, the Exportation . 
of our unmansfactur d Wool to Foreigners. For above twenty Years 
FF have been gradually, but not by Jow Degrees, waſting in eur 
Kiches and Strength ; the Rents of Houſes in Cities and Towns have 
been finking, or becoming uninhabited ; the Rents of Gentlemen's 
Mats have been falling, and ill paid, or thrown upon the Land- 
's Hands; Money, in general Commerce, has been growing 
more and more ſcarce ; for Want of Employment the Number of- 
Poor, has been n while our Capacity to maintain them has 
been growing leſs; large, and once the moſt flouriſhing Towns, 
are almoſt ruined by the Decay of their Manufacture, and theſe 
few who have —_— left, made almoſt B-ggars by the Weight 
of Pariſh-Rates ; the French, our natural and irreconcileable Ene- 
mies, have been all this while gaining the Rich s which we have 
oft, and daily growing ſtronger, in proportion as we have been 
wing weaker ; and all this through our own ſtupid Folly, in not 
Feepiog our Wl at home.—This is our deplorable, Condition, 
exceeding bad in itſelf, but the more dangerous, becaule few have 
a juſt Apprehenſion of it, ſome ſit ſtilt in Deſpair, others are too in- 
dolent to ſeek Information, and many too conceited to accept of 
it. There is another Set of People (tho' nothing but known Facts 
_ . Fould. make ſo monſtrous a Truth credible) who ſeem to be in 
Pain for fear their Country and their Families ſhould not be ruin d, 
and uſe a deal of unnatural Induſtry to hinder the Nation from 
ſeeing its Danger, or ws, roper Meaſures to prevent its De- 
ruction. But are Poverty, Slavery, and Popiſh Perſecution, fo 
dreadful to our Forefathers, become Fries not worth regarding b7 
us? Are Freedom, Plenty, and our Religion, ſo highly eſteem'd by 
all the reſt of Mankind, grown too inconfiderable to deſerve our 
Care and Concern ? And if they be Things of ſuch vaſt Impor- 

f - tance to our Happineſs, as have hitherto been eſteem'd, does 

= Þ it not become us carefully to attend to the preſent State of the 

| Nation, to examine whether it be in ſo bad a Condition as I have 

[ repreſented it, and, if it be, to exert ourſelves with the utmoſt 

i Vigour for our Preſervation ; I only defire my Fellow Citizens, 

| : 3 Fellew Conntrymen to act like rational Creatures; to think 

i and judge ſor themſelves. All that I propoſe is, to he/þ them, if 

| : they will read over a few Pages, to form à right Judgment of their 
Caſe, that they may be awaken'd out of their Lethargy, and ani- 
mat d to take ſpeedy Meaſures for their Recovery. And for this 
| —_— I earneſtly * them to conſider the following Particu- 
rs. Ee | 

I. The Conſequences of Trade, as to the Wealth and Strength of 
any Nation. | | | 
2. The Conſequences of the Vollen Trade in particular; the great 
Superiority of it over all other Branches of Trade. 

: l re of it in England and France; the vaſt Loſs 
which we ſuſtain yearly by its great Decay among us, and the im- 
menſe Gains of the French by their Improvement of it. ” 

, | + 


Tf Farth would do ſuch great Things, 
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4. The Danger we are in of becoming a Province to Fraxce, uu 
Jeſs we immediately take care to recover our Voollen Trade, by pre-. 


yenting the Exportation of anmantfactured Wool to Foreigners. 


And when theſe Particulars are fully examined and ueigh'd, the 


Reader will be aſtoniſhed to hear what Steps have been tak _ 


by a moſt ingenious and honeſt Projector, to fave us from Ruin; and, 


what little R has been paid to his generous Endeavours. 


1. The firſt Particular to be conſider'd is, the Conſequences of 8 
Trade, in reſpect to the Wealth and Strength of any Nation. Add 


upon this Head any one may have reaſonable Satisfaction, either 
from Fas, or Arguments ; from the known H:/ory of Nations, or 
from the Nature and Reaſen of the Thing. From the former 
we learn that thus it has been in all Countries; and from the latter 
we can prove that thus it muſt always be. 3 

If we examine the Hiſtory of all the Nations in the World, we 


hall find thoſe' to have been the richeſt ( excepting ſuch as had 

Mines of Gold at Home) who extended their Trade and Commerce 

the fartheſt. The Compaſs of my * will not permit me to 
por” 


draw up a Hiſtory of this Matter at large, but I muſt content 
myſelf with ſome particular, flagrant Inſtances. — No Man, who 
has ever read his Bible, or the — the Teaus, can be 
ignorant of the immenſe Treaſures King David and King 
1 brought Home from Foreign Countries by the Impreve- 


ment of Commerce. The Plenty of Gold and Silver under the 
Reigns of thoſe two Kings, eſpecially the latter, would be al- 


incredible, did we not know the Hiſtorians, who give the 


Account, to be in/a/lib/e. Next to Them, ancient Hiſtory affords 
nothing beyond the 7yrians, and their Deſcendants, the Cartha- 
L enians, who enrich'd themſelves in the ſame Manner to an extraor- 


But the Effects of Trade and Commerce are evi- 
dent enough from the known State of Europe. Wherever they 


have flourfi'd mot, thoſe Nations have been the wan ien W 


is the Cauſe of the great Want of Moxey almoſt all over Germany, 


but their Want of Trade and Commerce * How came the States of 


Holland, ' a Country very ſmall in Extent, to have ſo many large 
and populous Cities, and to be able to bear ſuch a yaſt Load of 
Taxes? Could the Culture of their Land employ ſo many Hands 
in their Towns, or the Products of it raiſe ſo much Money? How 


came France to be ſo poor, before the Improvement of their Trade, 


and ſo rich now, notwithſtanding the vaſt Expences that they have 
been at in the Affair of Poland and [taly, in maintaining an Army 


of near 200,000 Men, in the continual Repair and Improvement 


of vaſt Fortifications, and erecting new Ports; how, I fay, came 
this, once beggarly People, while they hive. been ſupporting ſuck 


Charges to be in Condition to lend Money to the neceſſitous E- 


furor, to aſſiſt Spain, and to put ſuch * Sums into our Funds. 

| they had as much Land 
BEFORE, as they have had fince the Growth of their Mansfactu- 
ries, Their Trade has done all; Txar Trade which they have 


got from 45, or, rather, which we have given them. Flanders | 
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44 well built Cities wherewith it abound Is, 
„ Churches, adorn'd after their Manner wich Bag 
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Facturies, and compare ke no o! ? Sp 


it muſt be ſo. If a Nation has no Mines of its own Ecol 
may exchange one thing for an other, but all this Commerce 


ies, Riches. If thoſe Prodi 
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| ſee their former lent, and their ſent ruinous 
| (herh in a Pamph ple lately 5 by Mr. 17 N 


gaben is a notorious Proof that 77 deco me an almuſt 4 
inexhauſtible Source of Wealth to a " 
Mr. London, were founded thoſe numetous, 
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and rich Ornaments of ineſtimable Value ; Ga : 
«© Monaiteries and Convents fo richly endowed, 1 of = 
«« Revenues equal that of Princes; of 'Tux x ae 
„ Magazines for the Accommodation and well 1 8 
4 their Manuſacturies; of Canals of vaſt Breadth And 
the Conveyance of Goods from one Jour to 57 
4 ſo as to raiſe Veſſels, pen 3 12 
the whole dug out and erekted 1 auch Alt 1 x = 
* almoſt exceeds. Belief.” But when they loſt their 12 4 
Cities became almoſt uninhabited,” and the he G9 pet was 
Exchanges. But if we had not ſo much Eviden 
of the great Riches ariſing from Trade, the "Hiſtory 10 Ex ow 4 
Country might convince ds. Let any one go bak on e far 
the Times bctore Henry the VIIth 7 began. our Wool! Monk” 
eie in the N ation and 
the Price of Labour, 'with the Times © of King William : and 4 ns : 
une, when our Trade was in its of! hel Proſp petty : It | 
then goon, from the firſt Declen \ Fa Trade, to wy how +4 
Money gradually grew again I wh and Labour ch 0 
that SD adoall declin ; 1250 Wl "not be igpofapr e 75 | tho 
rand Source of Riches to any Nation“ I mal only bblerve f- 
ther upon this Head, how Grad ra df ang, 225 im - 
roves' Gentlemens Eſtates ; ; for, Number of. Feople that ate 
employ'd and maintain'd by it, " occalions th e Lan nd. to be more n- 
2 in order to Pn if thoſe Peo lus of i 5 1 = 0 My 


wi , 


Fab, be where 7 are Tor e or het one 155 Jels 
Toney to lay out. For which 155 thoſe, Parts of the Coun- 
try where our Trade has flouriſh's moſt, have e been, 7 in Jes 8 reatly 
the beſt cultivated. | 
That Trade is the Source of Riches, is a Truth whieh 
from Facæs, but we may ſnew from the Nature of the the TE 


can the People grow the richer by Dealing \ with one anocket.” 
may by Induftry 1 improve the Produits of their Couptry. an 
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oduce no Mon Y hen any of our Products ar Tees 
oreigners for _ oney, this brin ip into the Nation & wach 24e . 
s, . before Expo rrakion, be be l 


Ladtured, then the Labdur in manufaQurin ed to thei? na- 
tral Value; and the 1 mor the a Eee ! Va * 
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nga erat Sao bring into à Nation, becauſe. Foreigners pay: 
for all that Laber. This Obſeryation ſhews what a vaſt Detri- 
ment it is to the r Low to be exported, _ mae? 
by preventing it, we ſhould ſend Abroad the greater Quantity o 
Shoes, and by that Means gain, ſo much N che Hage, of 8 
the Workmen, and the Profits of the Mafters, and Merchazzs out 
of each Pair, amounts to. Or if we import the Productz. of ano- 
ther Country; and export. them again manufatur'd, the Labour 
f manufacturing is fo much Wealth Fe the Nation, de- 
ducting only the original Price of the Materials before they were 
manufactur d. — As this ſhews the true Riches of a Nation, ſo 
it ſhews, likewiſe;, what Sort of Trade or Commerce it is that can. 
produce them. If we traffick without bringing in Specie, we cannot 
grow richer by it; and our Riches can be only in proportion to the 
9uantiiy of Specie which it brings in; ſo that if the Value of our Ex- 
forts are lefs, upon the whole, than the Value of our Imports, the Ba- 
lance of Trade being againſt us, we muſt be beggar'd by Trading. 
That the Riches of a Nation are the Strength of it is as clear a Point, 
as that Trade is the Source of Riches ; and all Nations have been more, 
or leſs powerful, in proportion to the Degree of their Wealth, As the 
1{razlites never were ſo rich, as in the Times of David and Solomon, ſo 
they ney <were at any other Time ſo powerful, or in ſuch Eſteem 
amongſt ether Nations. Dr. Prideaux has obſerv'd that the weal- 
thy City of Pre, when Alexander was making Conqueſts of Na- 
tions, with as much Expedition as ſome would have travell'd over 
them, met with more Oppoſition from that ſingle Place than from 


© 


* tbe vho/e Perfian Empire. It is well known that the Cazthage- 


nlans, merely by the: Force of their Riches acquir'd by Trade, 
were able to ſubdue a confiderable Part of the World, at laſt diſ- 
Puted, for a long Time, the Empire of it with the moſt potent 
People, the Romans, and had undoubtedly - conquer'd them, if 
the Envy. of Hamibal's Glory had not rais'd up at home Factions 
that deſignedly obſtructed the Progreſs of his Arms; Next to Car- 
tbage, I believe, Holland is the moſt flagrant Inſtance of the Power _ 
of Wealth, rais'd by Merchandize. They have been a Nation but 
a little while, and yet what a Number of fine Colonies have they got- 
ten by Force of Arms ? What an extraordinary Stand did they make 
againſt France, under the Command of the Prince of Orange, after- 
wards our King? Nay, they have been able to engage with the 
whole Naval Force of Great Britain. What was Great Britain, 
before ſhe was earich'd by Trade? Her Navy, now ſo powerful, 
was then no better than ſome Fißbing- Boats, ſo inconſiderable, thæt 
we lay open to be invaded by every Nation, the Romans, Saxons; 
Danes, and even Normans, that ſmall Part of France having been 
our Conquerors. As our Trade encreaſed, from the Time of Henry 
the VIIth, we grew richer and more powerful; till we were able 
to ſupport ſo great an Expence, and make ſo glorious à Figure 
at the Head of the confederated Forces, againſt that ambitious 
Nation to whom we are now voluntarily giving up our Trade and 


brrength ; 6 if Poverty, _— and Shane, were preferable to 


Plenty 
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Plenty, Freedom, and Glory ; as if it were better to become a P., ] 
vince to the GRAND Moxarcn, than hold the Balance of Power 1 
in Europe. Neither is it at all ſurprizing that a Nation, inrichd 4 
by Trade, ſhould be ſo powerful. For, wherein conſiſts the Strength I 
of a Nation, but in the Number of its People, and. its Ability to 4 
 maintein Fleets and Armies? Now, wherever there is a Flow of P 
Trade, there will always be a Reſort of People for Employment 2 
and Maintenance; and the Taxes. neceſſary for the Exigencies of v 
Government, ſor the Support of the Civil Liſt, for the Hire (if tl 
Occaſion be) of mercenary Soldiers, and for maintaining Armies b 
either by Land or by Sea, can be better born by a larger, than b 
by a ſmaller Number of People, and better by a. People in a State P 
of Wealth, than in a State of Poverty. Beſides that, ave ſhould — 
have no Occaſion for ſuch 'Taxes, even in a Time of Var, to be PC 
laid upon ourſelves, becauſe we might oblige Foreigners to pay Ve 
them all. There is a Perſon. hath» undertaken to ſhew them how If 
eaſily this may be done, and yet nothing of this kind has beer th 
attempted, tho' I cannot learn that the Gentleman's Integrity, or Pr 
Ability, is in the leaſt ſuſpected by thoſe to whom he has aply'd. ba 
It is obſerved by Travellers that we are in great Contempt Abroad, Al 
particularly in France ; and, I think, we have more Reaſon to Sh 
copy after the French in this, than in any other of their Faſhions, Ta 
becauſe they have abundant Reaſon to deſpiſe us, and we have as 2 
much Reaſon to deſpiſe ozr/e/ves. For, what can be a more de/- ſo 


picable Conduct, than to load ourſeluves with ſuch heavy Burthens, 
which we might make others bear for us; to become inſgaiſtant 
Beggars, when we might be rich and formidable! When the Per- 
ſon, abovementioned, propoſed the taking off ſome of our Taxes, 
by his Scheme, he was anſwer'd, what would his Majrſiy get b 
that? To which he reply'd, (as he told. me himſelf) ? thought his 
Majeſty auas always a Wainer when his Subjects were eas d. It was 
an honeſt and a ſenſible Anſwer. For, the Riches of a Nation 

are the Strength of the Crows; and it is impoſſible but Poverty in 75 
the People muſt weaken the Prince. For, how ſhould a Pack of 1 
Beggars ſupport the Expence of the Crown ? And if Men coal# BUY 
be maintain'd without Money, how is it poſſible that an Army, Rez 
diſpirited by their Condition, ſhould fight with as much Courage, 
as if their Spirits were invigorated by Plenty and Freedom ? Who-- 4 
ever advances, or purſues any other Maxim, he muſt be ignorant NN 

beyond Conception, or an Enemy to bis Country and to his King Que 
beyond Example. No Man can bea Friend to ezther, who is not a 
Faend to Trade. But if Trade will thus iarich, and frengther 55. 
any Nation, let us i Oo ; "AO 


Secondly, Confider the Conſequences ariſing from the Wooller B. 
Trade, which are greatly more beneficial than any other, I may IF 


ſay, than all our other Branches of Trade together. We are very _ 
apt to value ourſelves, in Preference to other Nations, upon the 2 


Strength of our Inde, ſtunding and Fudgment, and, I ſhould think, Pp 64 
we cannot give a better Inſtance of our Good Senſe, than by judging I. then 


rightly of our National Intereſt, and purſuing it by the beſt Means. Ne 


Now, 


' Yallow, Leather, Tin, &C. ) 


— 
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| Now, I muſt be fee with my Countrymen, as io deplare,. che 


in my Opinion, no Nation in the World enjoys ſo many zature/ 
Advantages, as God's kind Providence has bleſs'd us with; and no 
Nation is ſo inſenſible of their true Intereſt. Our Situation,, as an 
Tfland, is a great Security to us from foriegn Violence. Our Soil 
produces more of the Nece//aries of Life (ſuch as Beef, Sal mon, 
low, than any other Country in the 
World, and which other Nations will have at almoſt any Price 
that we ſhall think. fit to ſet upon them; though it is, not 
by a Tax upon any of thoſe Things that Mr. Vebber propoſes to 
bring in ſo many Millions from Foreigners. And as this Nation wwil/ 
2urchaſe of other Nations the Conweniences and the Luxuries of 
Life, it is right Policy to ſuffer them to be brought in as cheap as 
poſſible, inſtead of loading them with heavy Duties, which impo- 
veriſh and weaken, not only the SubjeF, but the King in effect. 
If our Trade were thus conducted, our Imports, upon the whole, 
tho' they carried Money ou? of the Nation, would not be of much 
Prejudice; becauſe, we could export many of thoſe Goods again, bring 
back profitable Returns, and make ourſelves the Carriers of Europe. 
And, farther, by thus enlarging our Commerce, we encreaſe our 
Shipping, and provide a conſtant Supply for our Navy. _ *Tis true, 
Taxes muft. be rais'd for the Support of the Government, but if we 
can, as undoubtedly we might, make Foreigners pay them, we ſave 


ſo much Money to the Nation, add ſo much to our own Strength, 


and take as much from them. . | | 
Our Wool for Clothing is, to all the World, as much a No Here 
of Life as any thing elſe, and more peculiarly the Growth of our 
own Country, than any thing, becauſe the midling Sort of Cloths, 
for the Uſe of the Bult of Mankind, cannot be made without it, 
— any Sorts manufactur'd to any Perfection) and, therefore, if 


5 we be wiſe enough to manufacture our own Wool at Home, we 
; 2 have the ſerving all the World with this kind of Woollen 


12 How much more profitable this Branch of Trade would be than 


any other, is worth enquiring, and eaſily prov'd. — I deſire the 


Readet to remember that it was the Woo IEA Trade that for- 
merly enrich'd Flanders, and now enriches French Flanders and 
France to ſo great a Degree; that it was the Moollen Frade that 
enabled Us to ſupport ſuch a long War in King Villiam and 
Queen Anne's Reign, and at the End of it to be richer than when 
we began it; and that the Reaſon why the Woollen Trade was, 


during that Time, in ſo flouriſhing a Condition, was, becauſe 
France could not then have any of our anmantfactur d Wool. 


But let us enquire into the Nature of the Woollen Manufactu - 
ries, and we ſhall eaſily perceive how the. Advantages of them 
came to be ſo ſuperior to thoſe of any other Branch of Buſineſs, 
—The Riches of a Nation ariſe out,of the Labour of the People 
exported to foreign Markets. If our People can be employ'd, and 
we can find Cuſtom abroad for the Goods manufactur'd by them, 


hen the more populous we are, the richer we are; but a Number 
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ef People unempl 'd are a Burden, as this Nation feels ge | 
at: 


ſibly at preſent. But, if our Vool were kept and manufactu 


Home, all our People might be employ'd in the Woollen Man- 


facturies, and their Wages paid by Foreigners in the Purchaſe of 


the Goods. I ſhall give the Reader a ſmall Specimen of the Nu 


ber of Hands employ'd in manufacturing our Wool, which, by 
Multiplication, would ſhew him how many the whole Growth of 
our Country would employ. For Inſtance, Three Packs of Wool, 
weighing 720 lb. manufactur'd into Broad-Cloths, Camblets, Ser- 


jes, Hoſe, &c. on a moderate Computation, oye Sort with ano- 
ther, employ 450 Perſons, (I might ſay a great many more, . almoſt 


600, but Iam willing in all my Calculations to keep within or, 
ſuch as Combers, Scriblers, Stock-Carders, Spinners, Weavers, Ful- 
lers, Burlers, Dyers, Drefjers, and Preſſers, who, upon an Ave- 
rage, will earn, each Perſon, 5 s. a Week; the whole 8 
to 112 J. 10s. Now the Growth of Great Britain and Treland's 
Wool being above a Millian of Packs, (as will be prov'd:) If 3 
Packs will employ 450 Hands, and their Labour produces 112 J. 


10 . a Week, any one that underſtands Figures may ſoon ſee how = 
many a Million of Packs will employ, and how much they will earn 


in a Week, a Month, ora Year. „ pets 

I appeal, now, to the Gentlemen in the //ker Buſineſs, (which 
J apprehend to come neareſt to the Woollen Trade, for the Number 
of Hands concern'd in manufacturing it) whether hat can employ 
ſo many. Beſides, $:/k not being of our own Growth, ſuch a Quan- 


_ tity of it as is neceſſary to employ an equal Number of Hands, 


would carry more Money ont of the Nation in the Inportation of 


it, than the Wool which we ſell to Foreigners will bring into it: 
8o that the Difference of the Price of the Materials would be ſo much 
Loſs to Us, I mean, that the yaw Sill, for employing 100 


/ 


Hands, ſuppoſe, would coſt us more, than ſo much anmanufactur d 


Wool would fetch from Foreigners. — From this State of the Caſe 


it appears that we had better employ all the Hands that we can 
ſpare, in the Woollen Manufafuries, and 3 Sillen Goods 


mantfactkur d, than manufacture them ourſelwes, for as much as the 
Labour of the Hands employ'd in manufacturing Wool, would be 
faQuring 87/1. . Beſides the Silken Goods, that we make at Home, 
are almoſt for our o Conſumption, conſequently, but few of them 
being exported, except to our P antations, but little Profiz can ariſe to. 


us from the Labour employ'd in them. 


more than we ſhould give Foreigners for their Labour in manu- 


To ſhew this Matter in another Light. — The higheſt Price 
that Yoo bears at preſent is, 5 /. a Pack, weighing 240 /5. The 


Product, therefore, of 20 Packs, exported to France unmanufuctur d, 
will be, no more than 100 1. But 20 Packs, in King Villian 
and Quern Anne's Reigus, when we manufactur'd it ourſelves, ſold 
for 12 to 16 J. a Pack, Taking it at the loweſt, at 124. a Pack, 


which Price Wool would again yeild the Sheep-Maſter, in three 


or four Years Time, (if the Exportation of it were ſtopp'd) the 20 


Packs which now {ell for no more than + 100 J. would Jell for | 
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5 J. which makes 140 J. difference to the Sheep» Maftor only. 

2 3 The Labaur in manufa#uring theſe 20 Packs, at 3 5. 44. each Pound 
Wo. of Wool, upon an Average (tho it really comes to-i5 d.) amounts 

” fo 720 [. { char the _ Loſs. to 8 is 860. in every 

55 Packs that are exported unmanufaiyr d, oak ane 

6 7" But 2 is not a. The 100 J. which the French 2 theſe 

7 o Packs of Wool is not paid in Specie, but in Sz/ks, Brandy, &ca 
c run into the Nation Duty. free. Now, if wwe loſe, and give che 
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l, ; French, in every 20 Packs of Wool exported to them unmanu- 
; 2 ur d, 860 J. what muſt be the Conſequence of giving them ſo 
bo many 108,000 Packs as we give them yearly ? And what a great 
: | Loſs is this to the Government, in the Duties upon the Godds that 
. would be imported in Return for ſome of our Woollen Mantzſadtures. 
uf To inſtance only in the Levant Trade to Turkey and {taly. (Now 


almoſt loſt to us, and in the Hands of the French.) We uſed to 
bring from them, in Return for Woollen Goods, raw Silks, Cotton, &Cc. 
an regularly paying Duty to the Government. Theſe Goods 
7 WE would employ and maintain many of our Poor in manufacturing 
„them. And are not ſuch Imports, as theſe, manufactur'd afterwards 
F by ourſelves, and applied to the real Uſes of Life, preferable to 
* French Brandy, which we can do full as well without ? Beſides 
ch that, by theſe Means we enlarge our Commerce, employ our 
shipping, and breed Sailors for the Deſence of the Kingdom. Theſe 
12 Facts and Conſequences are undeniable. But the Profits ariſing 
*. from the Wollen Manufacturies will be farther ſet forth under 
5 the next Head of Enquiry, from a Calculation of Mr. London 8. 
þ | Let us therefore attend to the Condition of theſe Fao/len Manyfac- 
I turies, HERE and in France; with the great Loſs: that wwe : ſuſ- 
| k tain, and the immenſe Profits which the French gain thereby.— The 
+2 great Decay of them here may be prov'd many Ways. | 
1 1. As Mr. Webber, in his five Letters concerning the Importance of 


ä 5 | the Moollen Trade, has obſery'd, there can be no mare Wool na- 
oy, nufactur d than what is comb'd, ſcribbled, and carded; and it is 
. well known that there is not a fourth Part of the Number of 
cs | Combers, Scribblers, and Carders, that uſed to be; from whence it. 
ws is plain that there is not a fourth Part of the Quantity of Woollen 

8. Goods zow made, that were made formerly. _ <4 | 
wy 2. From the Exports. Mr. London.computes that all our Wool | 
Fo, and Labour, that is conſumed at home, and ſent abroad, does not | ( 
m amount to above 14 Millions Sterling. How much larger they were in 
ta. i the Year 1698 any one may imagine, from what Mr. Webber has : 

5 teſtified upon his own Knowledge, at p. 17 of his five Letters. He tells = 

* us there, that at Briſſol Fair, only, in eight Days Time the Dutch and 
5 * 2. Merchants and Factors bought above 1 50,000 Pounds worth ! 
d. of Woollen Goods, beſides what was carried from Bridgewater tin a | ' 


2 Dutch Dogger. Upon which he obſerves very juſtly, that we have { 
Id all i — Reaſon to think that Minehead, Barnabls, Bitheford, I 


k. Topſham, or Exon ; that along the South Channel, London, Bocking, 1 
and Braintree, Norwich and Tarmouth, ſold proportionable Quanti- ; 
e 1 


) 
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3. We have none of thoſe Durch and SpanjG Merchants and Far l. 


tors going, as they uſed to do, to the Manufacturers Houſes in the 
Country, to buy the Goods in the Places where they were manu. 
factured, nor any 
. Money from chole Forei , and 
Warehouſes for the Supply of their Home Cuſtomers. On the con- 
trary, they are forced to ſend them to 'B/ackwell-Hall, there to 
Pay Hou/e-Rent, to give Diſcount Money to their Factors, becauſe 
they can't wait *till che Goods are ſold, and ſometimes to take 
Wool in lieu of Money. Theſe known Facts undeniably prove a vaſt 
aneay of the Trade. 1» 2 

4. The State of Foreign Coin among us is another plain Proof; 
About the Time that Mr. Webber mentions, it was as current as our 
 owv7, and now you can ſee none in any Payments, - unleſs it be Por- 
tagal Money; and the Reaſon is, becauſe by the Loſs of our Wool- 
len Trade in other Nations, the Balance is againſt us. In France, 
as I have been informed by Eye-Vitneſſes, Englih Guineas are as 
common as Portugal Pieces are here. Ls | 
5. Which is farther evident by the great Scarcity of our own 
Coin. I am acquainted with many of the Zondon Traders, who 
agree in their Accounts of the State of the Kingdom in general, that 
they never knew any Thing like the preſent Want of Money; for 
which Reaſon ſeveral of them are going to leave off Buſineſs. I 
have been in many Parts of the Kingdom, and have had this me- 
lancholy Truth confirm'd to me by Gentlemen and Farmers. One 


in particular aſſured me lately, that he expects next Year to have his 
whole Eſtate thrown upon his Hands; and ſaid he queſtion d whe- 


ther, when the King's Tax was paid, zhere.would be a Shilling left 
in the-Pariſh. In Town there is the ſame Complaint of the Deadneſs 
of Trade, and the Scarcity of Money ; all owing to the Decay of the 
Moollen Manufacturies, which uſed to give a briſk Circulation to all 
| ether Branches of Trade and Commerce, by a free Circulation of Fo- 

reign Money, and having the Balance of our National Trade on our 
Side, whereas now our Specie is exported for Foreign Goods. 
6. The vaſt Increaſe of the Number of our Poor ſhews it beyond 
Contradiction. Mr. Webber tells us, upon the Authority of a Noble 
Peer, who was at the Expence of procuring an Eſtimate, that we had, 
Four Years ago, above a Million upon the Rates, capable of work- 
ing; and every Pariſh knows, to their Coſt, that they have been year- 
ly increafing ever ſince. But, | | bf | 

7. Let any one examine, particularly, the State of thoſe Towns 
where the Woollen Manufacturies have been carried on, and he 
will fee the moſt flouriſhing Towns reduced to perfect Beggary by 
the Loſs of their Trade. It is 
Woollen Buſineſs may have been lower than it is at preſent, but 
then it is not ſo high as it has been, even in thoſe Places: Neither, 
if it were — would a particular Inſtance, or two, ſignify 
any Thing to the GeneralState of the! Kingdom. „„ 
If ave have loſt our Woollen Trade, into what Hands 1s it fallen? 
Several Nations come in for a fmall Share of the Plunder, but 
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| Inſtances of the Manufacturer's refuſing reach 
keeping their Goods in their 


poſlible that in ſome few Places the 
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he State of their Manufacturies in the Year zz, which muſt be 
e Treaty improved fince ; and therefore to ſhew, at one View, 
S 7:29, Loſs, and their Gain, I ſhall tranſcribe a Calculation out of 
Ir.“ London's Pamphlet. According to a very moderate Compu- 
tion the French have, yearly, 500,000 Packs of our Wool an- 
anufaur'd ; with which they can work up twice as much of 
heir own. The immenſe Detriment ariſing from hence to 26, and 


a vaſt Ile ſtill larger Profit accruing to chexr, he ſets forth in the following 
anner, . | e Ws 

| A Mil. Packs” | | . OI | 

er, pf Wool. (for ; EI, i : 

e Po. % much 15] ä 5 | 

Foul: omputed * | | | 

- de grown - 5 Wo 

ance, As now ſold, ſuffered | 7 

re 2 ERS 16,000,000 Þ to go abroad — 

, ed to our 

| ah 6 Own Manu- 

that 8 at | 

LG 7 The Labour and Pro- 

1 he Labour e fit of 500,000 Packs 

One nd Profit in manufactured here, | 

6 his 7orking it at & 40, ooo, ooo J. 4 under the Diſadvan-- 10, ooo, ooo J. 

whe. uch Times I tages mention'd at, 5 

n 40 — half Wages, 20 J. per 

Ineſs | 3 _ Pack ® oo. 

the $6,000,000 14,000,000 
| Is to our Diſadvantage 42,000,000 


, I Whereby it appears, that the Nation loſes no leſs than Forty-two 
* Millions Sterling yearly, beſides what the Landed Intereſt ſuffers by 

te Poor, and Rates made to ſupport them, which, by the further 
ond Decay of our Manufactures, will, in Time, become ſo numerous, 
„% that the Revenues of all the Lands together will not be found ſuffi- 
cient to maintain them. On the other hand France, by getting 


* over 500, ooo Packs of our Wool, can work up a Million and Half, 
ar- it being on all Hands agreed, that one Pack of ours is ſufficient to 


for their Labour in working it, then the Labour of a Million and 


vn WU Half of Packs, at 35 J. per Pack, amounts to Fifty-two Millions and 


by Wl Half Sterling. And that they do work up ſo much may well be 
Y ſuppoſed, for they certainly will import no more of our Wool than 


_ is abſolutely neceſſary for them. | 8 
er, If any one ſhou'd, as 1 make no doubt but many will, be ſhock d 


if at the Quantity of Wool, ſuppos'd to grow in Great- Britain and 
"Y treland, it is, I think, made highly probable by the following Ac- 
count, taken from the ſame Author. = 


. | 98 2 : 
2 p _ ven our Manufactures yielded twice the Price formerly as at 


France has the Bult of it ;, as appears by Mr. Min's Journal f 


work up two of theirs, and ſuppoſe we reckon but 35 J. per Pack 


A f cc That 
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5 % That chere are a Million ma of Wool growing yearly it tha 


Mortality, -36,000 Sheep and Lambs, Weekly. Now allow 6000 


England, according to this Computation only, a- I packs 728, 000 
2 1 — by a F 1 * 5 0/90 


I have already computed the Profit withs from the Labour of 
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* Great-Br;tain and Ireland is calculated thus Pg 
It appears by the Toll-Books that there are brought into Smith 1 
{d Market for Slaughter, to ſerve London, within the Bills afl M 


of theſe, throughout the Seaſons, to be Lambs, and that there are 
30,000 Sheep {laughter'd one Week with the other, then the ref 
of England is generally computed. to contain about ſeven Times as 
many Inhabitants as London, within the Bills. But ſuppoſing it Lin 
contains only ſix Times as many, and that actordingly there are the W 
210,000 Sheep ſlaughter'd in England Weekly; and Hkewife, that 
4 Years Sheep are kept for Stock, or that there are always in Be. 
ing four Times more than are thus ſlaughter'd; as is uſual with 
Sheep-Maſters to compute, and allowing every Sheep, one with 
another, to bear four Pound of Wool, and every 9 
Pack to weigh 240 Ib. then the yearly Weol of I England. 


y 1 = 

Then, as Scotland is of leſs Extent, and leſs ) 
fruitful than England, admit there are but one ( Scoeland, 
Quarter Part of the Sheep in it, and it amounts Packs 182,000 


. U 


England, but is full as Fertile, and taken up 
chiefly with Feeding, it hath been judged by ſome 
who have taken great Pains thoroughly to inform 
themſelves, that it hath near as many-Sheep'in it 
as there are in Exgland; but ſuppoſe we ſay, only 
Half the Quantity that England produces, wiz. 
364,000 Packs, the whole amounts to One Mil- 
Hon, and Two Hundred and Seventy-foer Thou- 
fand Packs — — — — 


e 
Packs 364,000 Nen 


Sum Total 
Packs 1,254, 000 


NV B. In this Calculation is not included the Wool of Sheep con- 
* rinvally flaughter'd, call' Vel Wool, nor the Wool of Lambs. 


manufacturing a Million of Packs only, I ſhall here ſubjoin a Cal- 
culation of the Share that Foreigners would pay of this Profit to us. 
Two Hundred and Fifty Thouſand Packs of Wool, yearly, the 
fourth Part of the Growth of Grear-Britain and Ireland, will cloath 
thirteen or fourteen Millions of People one with another, which is 
more than the Number of our Inhabitants are ſuppoſed to amount 
to; fo that three Parts in four of our Manufactures would be 2x- 
ported, and bring home Money in return, to the Amount of * 
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"wo em ine a Ws Poor. ee to Ove Million and Four Hun- 
wy nx Thouſand ; the Decay of Trade fince. that Time, and the 
1 erity of this laſt Year may fairly be ſup as'd to have — 


de Number to two ; Mite 3 ; if we iy ping our Poor 
nd lefſenin our Incomes by a Farber I Decay of our Trad, how 
jþ we able to maintain them? Almoſt every Thing is tax 
high too, if we go on to loſe our Trade, how ſhall the necel⸗ 
Expences of the Government be ſupported ? How ſhall F 
nd d Armies, for the Defence of the Kingdom, be maintain'd ? A 
e Land in the three Kingdoms will not 901 it. Nothing but Ned. 
nd yi. but the Voollen Trade can da it, 
„ IF ME e precedin Particulars, vis. the Conſequences of Trade, 
808 ald and Strength of any Nation, thè greater Superi- 
1 is 15 wr (peQs, of the Woeollen Trade above all other 
: ches of Trade, the great Decay of the Woollen Trade in E- 
, and the Growth 6b t in France; from hence it muſt a appe 
any one wh is capable. of ſeeing at all, that unleſs we ta im- 
Alte Care to recover it, we mult become a Prey to that ambi- 


= 


= 


ud. 1e Ji poſttions and Defigns of France, after ſuch 
4,006. en Attempts for Umnwver/al Monarchy, can hardly be denied by 
» moſt Frenchified Engliſhmen. Their Profeſſions of Friendſoiþ 
i not be of Weight with pay but ſuch as are inclin'd to their In- 
otal ft... They are maki poſſible Preparations for a State of 
" | n Enniy, and then 95 1 Malk will be taken off. If any well- 
CASES ng Reader doubts of their real Deſigns, let him read a Pam- 
4, O00 Net « publ. laſt Vear, and entitled French. Counſels daſtructi ue 0 
gland, in even Letters to Si. Their Intentions, there- 

P con- , being inc iſputable, the only Thing to be conſider'd is, their 
ambs. acity 5 put their Defigns i in Execution. And I aſk any one 
e ell me what 12 prevent it, if, inſteadl of taking the proper 

bour ot Naſures for our Safety, , we continue to furniſh them with the 
a Cal- rg * for accompliſhing 1 it. We have i; 4n what Riches. ariſe from 
. and Commerce, and how) inſe Able Riches and Strength are. 
Y » the In one another; and yet we ſuffyr the French to inrich themſelves 
cloath 1 which h thy cannot, cafry on without our Leave, while 
hich 1s rowing, weak by; the Loſs of it. We are ſenſible 
mount age 2 ic Debts, and yer voluntarily load ourſelues 
be no ef — when we might * others pay them, and clear our- 
no n 


ation in 
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| SI . 
elves, in a few Years, of all Incumbrances; while heir Finances 
are not only difincumbred, but their King, as they are fond th Ma 
boaſt, is continually putting Money into our Funds, and, by the 
Help of our Wool, will ſoon be able to ingroſs ſo large a Share of fl 7 k. 
them, that by drawing out he will be able, as ſoon as their Defign b 
ſhall be ripe for Execution, to leave us defenceſeſs. If we com. 
pare the Number, or Condition of the-, and our Forces, what i hi 
the. Compariſon? For Number, there is none; for Condition, ver) thei 
AUittle.— Our only Security conſiſts in our Naval Forces, but Ex 

perience has taught us, that the Yinds can render it uſeleſs. 
However, for Fear the Elements ould be on our Side, we 
taking the wiſe} Meafures for weakening our own Fleet, an 
ſtrengthening that of the French. We are giving up our Trai 
and Commerce, which are the proper Nurſery for it; we are, wi 
them, giving up our Wealth, which, only, can maintain it. 'Th 
French, by our Folly, are daily encreafing both their Trade, an 
their Riches, ſo very faſt, that they will ſoon be able to build, « 
buy and maintain as large a Fleet as they pleaſe; and all, who kno 
any Thing of what is doing in France, know, that they are bo 
building and buying Men of War as faſt as poſſible. Laſt Year tt 
built 19, and bought others. Laſt Year, too, they began to ex 
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Eiſe their Seamen, by ſending out a Fleet; as they are prepari 2 
to do again.— If is true, they have, as yet, no Harbour: ſtrate 

Ships of Force on our Channel, but they have been hard at we ſing #/ 
in making ſome, particularly at Gravelines, which is as well fitua Th, 
as Dunkirk, They are making another at Cherburgh near La- Hog ing as 


If we conſider the State of England and Ireland, the Proſpof wh. 
is but a melancholly ove. In England. we are. unhappily diGreat 
' ded into Parties, ſo imbitter'd againſt one another, that, in M perſua 
of Need, common Danger would ſcarce be able to unite them agaMschen 


the Common Enemy. The Marks of Infamy that have been ſet i Th. 
a great Part of the Kingdom, for not liking and oppoſing ſom Aan 
the publick Meaſures, muſt have occaſion d Reſentments,  anWyeake: 
general Diſcontent is the Natural e nes of a general Dec ſtripp'c 
our Trade, which is the Life and Soul of our publick Welfare. Na Peac 
if we were united, ſuch is the general Diſpoſition of the ¶ that Po 
tion, they have not thoſe Principles of Activity and Bra the Ty, 
Which have herefofore animated Engliſb Hearts, and ſtrengthe tray' d! 
Englib Hands, The Love of Liberty, and a Senſe of Religiau for Pro 
many, are quite loſt, in moſt are greatly weakened. —But of his F 
is not all. The French ſeem to have a conſiderable Party he Chriſter 
her Intereſt, Mr. Webber aſſures me that an Officer belongi ther Ru 
the Cuſtoms has une d to him, more than once, and with | In r 
Concern, that I was oblig d to go on Board and ſee Woo! hi ſooth tt 
which he knew to be bound for France. How, and why, Jos of her s 
 TromPson was render'd Tucapable of ſerving his Majeſty, ducting 
| afterwards run thro' the Body in Germain-Strect, the ſame ¶ Varian 
inform'd me, and is ready to p ve. I have, likewiſe, beer they ſhe 
credibly inform'd, that a certain Lord, the Son of a certain I Prey of 
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| = divided, as they were formerly, and head 
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1 W b. 5 
Man, wich other Noblemen, gave an Order for 50 Suits of Clorht, 
at one Time, to be ſent for from France. —— Wales anf Scotland 
I know leſs of, but neither of them, I doubt, are fo well r, 
as could be wiſh'd, with their Condition, and therefore leſs averſe ' 


chan otherwiſe they would be, to a Change of Government. But, 


while I ſay this, I hope that God's good Providence will over - rule 
their Paſſions, and make uſe of them for our Safety. . This is not a 
proper Time for Diſcord, but for mutual Affection among our- . 
ſelves, Duty to his Majeſty, and active Zeal for the Good of our Coun- 

In N there are three, if not four Pau to one Proteftant ; \ 
| | ed by the Chiefs of diſ- 
ferent Parties, and all fighting againſt one another.” Thoſe Head! are 
now no more, and thoſe Parties are united by being reduced; and all 
in ſuch. a State, that they would think any Change deſireable. They 
are at preſent, indeed, without Arms, or military Knowledge; but 
France and Spain have 15,000 of their Countrymen in pay, who” 
may both carry them Arms, and teach them the Dſe of em. And 
the miſerable Condition of that Nation, which may make it 
ſo eaſy for France to gain them over to her Intereſt, has been 
owing .to'a moſt ſtupid Piece of Eng/i/o Policy, dictated by Av. 
rice and Fealoufy. The ſeven Letters above-mention'd, demon- 


rate that we have been injuring ourſelves, by cramping and diſtreſ- 


ſing them. 1 5 | | 
The Situation of Affairs Abroad carries an Aſpect as unpromiſ- 
ing as that at Home. Tho' France is the Grand and Defgning Power 
of which Europe ought: to be jealous, and againſt whoſe growing 
reatneſs and ambitious Views it is their Intefeſt to guard; ſhe has 
perſuaded them to be directed by her Counſels, and to carry on her 
Scheme for Univerſal Monarch. 
The artful Cardinal has found out Means to. diſſolve the 
Mliance which was ſuch a Curb to her Ambition, and to 


W weaken the Parties of it. By his Intrigues the Emperor has been 


ſtripp'd of Naples and Sicily, reddced to the Neceſſity of purchaſing 
a Peace with France, at no leſs a Price than giving up Lorrain to 
that Power too great and formidable before. involv'd in a War with 
the Turks, ahuſed in the Meaſures of conducting it, deluded and be- 
tray*d by his treacherous Ally, and at laſt oblig'd to throw himſelf, 
for Protection into the Arms of the French, 'the Hereditary Enemy 
of his Family, after having given up to the Turk the Bulwark of 
Chrifiendom, and thereby left himſelf more expoſed in caſe ofano-" 
—— f CT 
In regard to Spain, the Freuch have acted as politick a Part. To 
ſooth the Vanity of the Spaniſo Queen ſhe has made a petty King 
of her. Son, and complimented Englang with the Expence of con- 
duſting him to his Dominions. She has ſet Spais and England at 
Variance, whoſe mutual Intereſt it is to be good Friends; that when 
they ſhall have ſufficiently weakened each other, ſhe may make a 
Prey of them both. France is to Spain, what Spain is to Portugal. 
Spein can hinder Portugal from having a Communication with 
| 5 any 
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whole Country 3, and 17 getting Pofleſben 


ber Country by by Lond, and would haye 
hey E 144 been protected by the 


1 {Re 
ſome Mann ain ſurrounds Portuga Fre 
can ſtop up 5 e by E 22 he 
Mercy, unleſs ſhe has ſuperior to the nth by 5. . 
if 45 gland be deſtroy'd, d, what 22 Power can abe able to proces 


e has hom bouts i as her Neighbours, ſo lor ant 
the Influence of Fren read. .Counſels, that ſhe is, in brian Th ar 
French Government. er Trade is bein 44 3 the Poren 18 p | 
and the Nation torn with Factions; their Nav YA wes the Briti 
wal, reduced moſt to nothing. I nerd not ſpend any Timein is 
fone, their Weakneſs, which is apparent er 5 the late 
e of the pans and the Silence of the Dutch. lee! 
We is not the ell It of their Wiſdom, nor the i tht 6 | 
Complaiſance, but the Conſequence of their | ears. 104 
not interpoſe leſt they. ſhould haſten their own Run. Fance 
has menaced, and Holland trembles. It were no difficult EG to 
t out the Progreſs of their Ruin, and 0 wes their Matives of 
TY ; but; it is enough to know the weak Condition to which 
che, have brought tl t 1 Their Barrier Towns, which coſt 
m ſo much to keep 3 and to Garriſon, would ſtand em 
in lle ſtead ; 07 2 as "the rench can at any Time pour i oo, ooo — 
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ther Faß gl Fo rope, in Polan \Dmnimark, and gebe den; theſe 
155 aye inſipdated themſe ves, influenced their Counſel 
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as cheap, becauſe we, being oblig'd to carry our Goods abroad in 
Duties, whereas Frazce, by being on the 

Continent, can run their Goods into the neighbouring Nations 

Duty free, and by that Means ſave 10 or 12 per Cent. Beſides, 


To have a high Price for our Goods, than a Jaw, or a middling one? 

I am aſham d to anſwer ſuch Objections as theſe. — But, if it be 

thus neceſſary to prevent the Exportation of our Wool, how can it 
be done? A Scheme has been offerid, and approved, as effectual, 

IT» 7 „ N & . a! 4 n 17 2 » not — 
8 a j 1 


5 5 (22) 5 | : 10 | 
not only by Merchants and Trades. people of the greateſt Knowledge | leal 
in their Way, not only by ſeveral others in both Howe of Parlia- Ma 
event, but alſo by the Miniftry : And indeed the Scheme ſpeaks for the 
itfelf, for, whenever it ſhall be put in Execution, it will not only cia 
eaſe Pariſb- Rates, prevent Pariſh Law-Suits, and ſuppreſs Vagrants Im 


and Thieves, but will find Employ for them to maintain them- Mr 
[ ſelves, and open Ways to Commerce by exporting their Labour; of 
| tho* ſome little Creatures, hoping to make a Merit of their mean 2 


"0m Conduct, have induſtriouſſy undervalued it, and 'miſ-repreſented - A 
i the Projeftor. —— But if the Scheme be a 3 how comes Pe 
| it to paſs that the unfortunate Projector ſhould have ſpent nine Years, | loy 
K and a great deal of Money, ſo fruitleſsly, in his Application for ber 
Acceptance? I have nothing to do with the Reaſons and Motives N 


of the Conduct of my Superiors ; but, as far as my Memory will for 
ll: + ſerve me, I ſhall give plain Facts, a ſhort Narrative of Mr. Webber's Er 
i} Application and Reception, as he has related it to me, without mak- Se 
5 ing any Comments upon them. e fol 
i In the Year 31 Mr. Webber applied to his Majeſy, recommended the 
1:08 by above 600,000 Woollen Traders {whoſe Petitions lie now in the In! 
0 Duke of Nexwca/e's Office) for a Charter to himſelf and Company, ny 
{ih to prevent the Exportation of unmanufactur'd Wool to Foreigners wo 
i by an Univerſal Regiffry. His Majeſty was moſt graciouſly pleas'd, 1 
il, by, and with the Advice of his Counſel, to grant his Requeſt, and " 
16A gave Inſtructions to the Then Attorney-General to report, or farm a af 
1 Charter for That Purpoſe: But he being of Opinion, that, though it 00 
ht was the undoubted Prerogative of the Crown to grant Charters, ſe 
lh | and by Virtue of his Majeſty's Grant Mr. Webber and Company © 
I | might have put the Scheme in Execution in the beſt Manner, they  }; E 
Hm: could, it was expedient to have an 4# of Parliament to veſt the | A 
110 8 Patentees with further Powers, than the Charter could convey to * 
j i! Them“. Mr. Webber was thereupon adviſed to apply to Parliament, l 
| Ts . | | | | _ | 11 
i" | e ee M e e r 
1 Somg baue been pleas'd to ſay, bis Majeſty will not conſent that : 
[08 Mr. Webber ſhould nominate the Patentees. They mean, that —— t 
3 will not. conſent to it, for his MA] EST has conſented to it, in his þ 
lh | Order for the Grant of the Charter to My. Webber and Company, 8 
10604 which Order lands now upon Record in the proper Office.” And his. 2 
a8 | , Privy Council have conſented to it, when they adviſed his Majeſiy to "4 
Wl} grant it. The ſame Perſons ſay (nay, and look grave when they c 
jy 8 ar it ) that Mr. Webber cannot expert to be admitted to ſpegh to hit 5 
ö N ö Majeſty, but muft convey what he has to ſay thro their pee. | "1 
1 A Man needs not be a Conjurer to underſtand their Deſgn. But, at 3 
Wh ; it was always thought an Inflance of Wiſdom and Goodneſs in Co- t 
67 vernors to give their Subjedts a free Acceſs to their Perſons, and q ; 
| 0 patient Attention to their modeſt Complaints, ſo no wiſe and good © 
i Councellors, in former Time, ever obſtructed ſuch Applications.” Mr. : 
0 | Webber. has /ent the | "pg Remonſtrance o hrs Majeſty at Hanover, = 
Wl directed to the Chaplain in waiting, for him to deliver wwith his own 
Wh. Hand; and he will likewiſe ſend one of the Pamphlets in the Jams 4 
5 Manner, and ] hope the Gentleman will faithfully deliver it. 
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5 and aſſur d that he ſhould meet with Sueceſs: Neithar did be in the 
edge | leaſt doubt of the Concurrence of thoſe about the Pourt with bis 
alia Majeſty's Pleaſure, in getting that Charter confirm, which they 
Ks for themſelves advis'd his Majeſty, in Council, to grant; eips> 


only cially as the effectual Execution of the Scheme was of ſuch 
an': Importance to his Majeſty, as well as to the Nation. Accordingly 
hem Mr. Webber did apply the very next-Seſſion; towards the latter End 
our; . of which a certain Gentleman, of Note, in the Parliament · Houſe 


mean came to him in the Gallery, him there was not Time to paſs the 
ented Bill that Seffion; but that he might be eaſy, and might make the 
f People in the Country eaſy, for it ſhou'd certainly be done the fol- 


0 a 

. lowing Seſſion; but immediately after this Declaration to Mr. Veb- 
for | er, he whiſper'd another, adviſing him not to ſpend his Time and 
tives Money in the Affair becauſe it never would be done. This the Per- 
will ſon, himſelf, ſome time afterwards, told to Mr. Veöbber and others. 
bers ' Encouraged by this Afſurance the Projector applied again next 
ak- Seſſion, but to as little Purpoſe. Upon theſe Diſappointments he 
' found Means to get p Hoa Jr his Majeſty, who told him, 5. 
ded © thought it had been done — Upon this the Matter was brought 
the into the Houſe, but nothing more was done in it, but only chang- 
ny, ing the Woollen Bill into the Manchefter Bill, to which the French 
ners will not refuſe their Conſent.— However, Mr. Webber continued 


d, to ſollicit every Year till 1739, when a Bill paſs'd the Houſe, 
relating to the Importation of 1ri/b Yarn, which, as Mr. Webber 
 aflar'd them it wou'd, open'd a wider Door for the Exportation of 
h it our Wool, lower'd the Price of it, embarras'd Trade, and occaſion'd 
| ſeveral to leave off. It was ſaid that this Bill was never intended 


TS, 
any do take Effect, tho it was ſuffer'd to paſs, but it did, and a very bad 
yy Effect it has produced. But between the Date of this Bill and the 
the Mancheſter Bill ſome remarkable Things happen d. In the Year 
to 1733, Mr. Webber, in the Preſence of Mr. Randal (from whom I 
Ar, have my Information) was offer d 10000 J. in Bank-Bills, if he 
nd would tell how he would bring the Million yearly from Foreigners 
5 into the Treaſury, and many Millions more into the Intereſt of - 
HE Land and Trade, In 1737 he was offer'd 20000 J. and his Statue - 
WA to be erected by Blackwell-Hall ; and the Gentleman, who made = 
mM the Offer, publiſh'd next Day in one of the. Newws-Papers, that he 
55 had agreed with the Projector for his Scheme. Juſt before the laſt 
2 Seſſion, he had another Offer made him by the fame Perſon who 
wi made the firſt, and he was defired by another to be ready with his 
| . Scheme againſt their Meeting.— From theſe (and more chat I 
5 | could cite) Applications to Mr. Webber, it is plain that they had 
hs an excellent Opinion of the Projector and of his Projection, which, 
* | I hope, ſome others will take Notice of to their Shame. In March 13, 
ch 1734, Mr. Webber receiv'd a Letter from a former Servant of his, 
then employ'd in the Voollen Mannfacturies in France, wherein he 
7 gave him the ſame honeſt Advice that the Gentleman, above- men- 
; tion'd, gave his Countryman in the Gallery of the H. of Com- 
4 mons; aſſuring him, upon the Authority of Count » that it 
a would be to no Purpoſe to purſue his Scheme, becauſe it was ffipu- 


lated 
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immediately 
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_ th ger Places for any of them: $0; if two or three Scrubs in the 
' Corporation could get a Place, Fax ck might take the King and 


 Honefty, or their Policy. But they look'd no farther chan their firſt 


"Year they neither know nor care; and are as much aſraid of Infor- 
ne br of e. n 
By the Advice of ſome of the beſt Judges he now pab/ifÞ'd his 


intended Charter, which all, that have ſeen it, allow to be an ex- 
| cog wiſe one, and what would be greatly beneficial to the Pub- 

2 Schemes to him, but it was immediately taken out of his Hands, 

the Beef- Eater was reprimanded for giving him Admittance, and 


Members of the Houſe of Commons, and to ſome of the Houſe of Lords. 
The Scheme, as I obſerv'd, was approv'd of, and highly extolFd, 


N 
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might have as much of our Wool 4s they plead, 


> the ' Secretary” of "State's Office, but was there told, 18 


This Letter 
e had beſt 7 Home and be quiet being above bis Mateb. In 
375 Mr. Webber accidents y got 2 Sight of a'Fournal . 
75 the French Manufa#aries, made by one Man, Who was ſent over 
for that purpoſe by Authority. Mr. Webber prefled the ſaid Mun 
to pub 76 hit ournal, but he ſaid the Min Is TAT would mor fu 
Bim. This Mr. Randa! was a Witneſs to. But finding that Mr. t 
Webber was determin'd to publiſh i from the Copy which he had, 7. 
If the other refus'd any longer, it was then pobliſhd; 
About this Time Mr. Webber kad Aſſurances, that Preeitors would 
de fent up to the Parliament from moſt cloathing Towns in the 
Kingdom, but Means were contrived: to prevent it; and one of the 
Boroughs in Cornaual own'd that an Univer/al Regiſtry would meſt 
effeQually prevent the Running of Wool ; but they were told; if 
it were granted in Charter, their Repreſentatives could not be able 


Kingdom, for all them. It is hard to ſay which was greateſt, their 
Year's Salary, What is to become of them and their Families net 


Scheme, and afterwards drew up, in wvriting, the Nature of the 


He once more got Acceſs to his Majeſty, and gave one of the 
he went away diſappointed. —He likewiſe gave one of them to the 


but his Application was ſtill fruitleſs. After this, he wrote a Let- 
ter to the Prince of Wales, which the ſollewing Rempnſtrauce, de- 
liver'd at Guilaball, gives an Account ff. | 
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todd, not have in any one's Power to kave prevei fired other 
Addreſſes and Petitiois following Dare. | 
-The Citizens of London — a Body" "of Nen. iq. . 

SEEDING Zeal for the publick Good, F have: | 
moſt. aſfectiona Regard for them but I canpor, - 
＋ ſome Degree al 7" ring as well as Concern, that 

reſſing and movin — an Application, they ſhou'd do nothing” 

all in — wy ir that muck; better deſerved:theit Notice than any 
'F elſe that ever did, ot even can como befors' them. As I am 
way to part with any Shate of that Eſteem for them, which 2 
iven me ſo much Pleaſure, I am endeavouring” to account for. ' 
hip zonduct. in à madner 2+ linke to their Diſadvantage as poſſible. . | 
immediately took: -the Benefit of an Obſervation of Mr. Vebber's, | 
und A London's; they obſerve, that the Wollen Trade: has been | 
ſt, thar the very Kuowo/edpe of what it was in its Glory, | 
Its. va Importance, not only to the Proſperity,” but to the | 
ery * nm of the Nation, is loſt with i it. But ſo much good Senſe, _ 

they have ſhewn- on other Occaſions, ſhou'd have led them to | 
ead What had been written fuch a SubjeR, and to hear what I | 

45 rojeFor. had to ſay when r ſo  faicly offer id to explain; and ſo es | 
on 


Ir n 72 Whether any will give them lves the Trouble 10 | 1 


rom +. Ses dle and with the — -upright Invention 125 2 
rom bt perſonal. Diſobligations, or wits any Party Views.——F _ | 
rely ſatisfied that the te King and the Nation muſt unavoidably 
6, unleſs an immeiliate-Stov: be put to the-Exportation of 
6 2 oof. an d that nothing but — Univer/al Reg 1 J in Charter can 
eſlec- 
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' Time; and this Scheme 


ſpeak it) from being all that he ean propoſe to the Government f 
Mie, and the elk 


3 


favice that Sum, which France has acquir'd by getting it; —— 


- 5 
. * 


torious a Vidlation of .common Fuſtice as 8 L will 


e, deere we ll not ger thee to avs . 4 
em to have the naß wal 


to expect the Bleſſing of Providence upon our Arms? But how cal 
we be faid to be defenceleſs with a Navy of 200 bail of Men of 
War? A War with France would, no doubt, be grievous, but woul 
not the Loſs of our E/ates, our. Liberties, and our Religion be mort 
grievous ? For my own Part, I had rather die Sword in Hand, 
wo live ingloriouſly 3 and Time has been when this was the nai 
tural Sentiment of an' Engliſo nan. How our Neighbours would 
behave in. eaſe of a Rupture, it is difficult to gueſs; but how the) 
ought in common Prudence to act, Common Senſe will eafity ſee: 
If France ſhould: ſubdue Great. Britain, in all human Appearance, 
nothing can preyent her from acquiring Univer/a/ Monarchy Which 
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"Wy e 2 + that 1 : 
2 = Thoſe who really mean to SOON. | 
— th hoſt o not it may ſeem to ſome a very ge Sup 1 
poſition to imagine that there can be any Man in bo Rogen: YE ig- 
norant, as not to know ww 4 Exportation of it muſt' be our | 
Ruin; or that any Fee C rations ſhould be able to induce | 
any” ons that has and Hams nip, about him knowingly 1 
conſent to the Ruin LINE f this Famphlet ſhoul a | 
into the Hands of any ſuch, I ld deſire — 4 if they arp of = 
that they do not mean to beggar us e, and to give — 
our Enemies, to anſwer what I have ſaid in a See Way z '(I | | 
defy them to do it) for, calling Mr. Webber a Madman, and _— | 
=X7 a wild and r le Chery: will not ſtop the Pro- | 


overty and Weakneſs, nor prevent the Con- 
— . yo aer beth lity. to deſend ourſelves. againſt foreig! ..=- 


Power. Will Part Prejudice fill the Hungry, or cloath the naked ? 
Will it maintain Fleets ' and Armies? Gan we without Force de- 
fend ourſel ves againft Force? Or does Strength conſiſt in ous #* 
There is no Medium, therefore. If hoy are not for ſto 
Wool, they muſt intend (if they have any Thought at or dog 
the Conſequence of exporting it) to give up the King and the Na- 
tion to France, ſince that is plainly the neceſſary Conſequence. T- 
. aſk them, then, upon what Inducement they would give us 
? Or, how can it be their-perſonal Intereſt to do it? A few Peo-- 
» perhaps, might get by ſuch a Change of the Government, 
it is impoſſible that the Generali of thoſe who ſeem: to be diſin- 
end to 5. . be of Noa ſhould find their Account in it, or 


expect to live ſo "Dk under a French Viceroy, and French 
Laws, as they may. under our own Government, —_— 
—— — —— — 


t tun x bo W 3 # certain is Flee made » _ hho le, many 
Years ago, to declare a French Government 1 be the 22, that the 
Nation ought to he k kept 1 in Order to be kept humble; 5 
that he — act agreeable to his Opinion; and his Subſequent Con: 
4 hath bat. teo werb. h provs the — gf” bis Declarption.. | 
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Wo EF; a 10 Man's bot ie z is eniremely! hard . — 
Pre thoſe who are abe and willing te exert themſelves for: t 8 7 
reſervation, ſhould, in | pig Fhe of all that a can oy be | map 


515 to give a Tal Credit to thoſe, who. are berter . with 


| e W not im — confeſe choral about proper Anand 


Ws you 2 mk oh Men. in Fro Houſe have pos , 
pa r good, Opinion of it, and their Perſuaſion chat wa a 
— 68 unleſs. Wool be, 1 2 big ot I fas: Amy they; Bot- 
ly, hut imporrunately d their Reprefe to —— 2 

Iaty for the Execution of it, or. think of & better er Sehehw; Aud 
— go they not gddrefy.his Majeſty to call chem together for char 
Fargo Can the Parliament T. meet upon a Buſineſs of 
more Moment to his, Majeſty zd the Kingdom} A Are 28 Millions. 
loſt by us every Year, and above twic as much gained by gur 


| Enemies, ſuch. à Trifie, that we can ſafely let Seſſion after Seſſion 


1 with. ut putting ed to iis ol Brit ? il q our Fofe- kes 
| n 


- Ii is a 3 gear e that 15 rade is % 2 a. an fit, 
and fo greatly defpifed by many Gentlemen off Eflates, bechuſt thiy' 
ceennot be diſpgeu es male proper Laws fir tht Encourd enk of aba 
they neither value, nor anderfland. Bur Juth Perſons e do ab, 
14 confpder that Trade ir fo mich the” Stfjort” of thtis. Eftates; th 
thej would be worth nothing ewithout it. It highly concerns our Ho- 
Azurable Repreſentatives, i Intereſt, Er acquire juſt Notions 
5 it ; and may God diſpoſe lee. wha hae Acceſs to The 

hrone 7 itil them into bis Majeſty. His Readineſs to entonrnge 

Trade appear d from his Grant to Mr. Webber, e. but is auer 
2 le w e fe 775 1 rel imbibe' the wicked and n 
danced by one of his Subjects, bis Mae 
Nation _ be ſacrifreed by It VO ae, > 
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| cauſe it will give me Peace of Mind, and enabl, | 
Share of any Calamities which I could not hinder with the more | 


> 7 A Ws. 
n 3h 
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place 5 Wool-packs in the Houſe of L. ords, 10 5 mind 
Importance of our Wool? And is it now fallen below our Notice? 
In the Name of every Thing that is fe and prudent, what can 


$3 6 
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the 1 of this Kingdom mean? Is it Matter of Indi frrenqy to 
the Nobility and Gentry, whether they be forced to give up all 
their Church Lands? Whether the Value of their Eftates -riſes, or 
falls? Whether their Rents be paid, or not paid? Whether the 
Weight of the Taxes and Poors Rates be light, or heavy ? Whe- 
ther the Streets and Roads be 'd with Beggars, Thieves, and 
Robbers ; or whether we travel and live ſafe or unmoleſted? Whe- 
ther Induſtry and Virtue, or Idleneſs and Vice prevail. Is it Mat- 
ter of Indiſſerency to the Merchants and Traders of all Sorts, whe- 
ther they have a good, or a bad Trade ? Whether there be little or 
much Money circulating ? Is it Matter of Indifferency to the Biſbops 
and Clergy, whether they be obliged to part with their Preferments, 
or give up their Religion? Whether the Proteffant Religion be pre- 
ſerv'd, or deftroy'd over all Exrope ? Whether the People be able 
to pay their Tithes and Offerings? Am TI warm? I am. The 
Cauſe deſeryes it. Our all is at Stake; and, if loſt, can never be 
retriev'd. If T have exaggerated, let any one ſhew it, and I dare 
romiſe to throw away my Pen, and engage never to get another to 
diſturb the Publick with . 5 | 
That this Pamphlet may not be unknown, I am determin'd to 


. circulate at my own Expence, at leaſt a Thouſand of them; and 


if any one, after reading it, ſhall be diſpoſed to giye away any in 

proper Places, he ſhall have a Dozen at half Price. 
Whether the Citizens of London will follow my Example by cir- 
culating ſome of them among their Correſpondents in the Country, 
or Friends in Town; or whether any others, of Ability to do it, 
will give any Thing towards ſaving their Country and themſelves 
from Ruin, they only muſt determine. I have done the utmoſt in 
my Power, and what I have done cannot be . ps fruitleſs, bo- 
e me to bear my 
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